



2026 Drexel Hill Little League
Knee High Division Baseball

	
	Knee High Division

	1. Games
	· Four full innings constitute a legal game.
· Ten run rule is in effect. If after the fourth or fifth inning (mid-fourth or mid fifth if the home team is ahead), one team has a lead of ten runs or more, the game is over. This rule is to be used in the PLAYOFFS ONLY.

	2. Start Time
	· Games shall start immediately at scheduled game time.
· If any game is delayed due to a team issue, it will NOT affect the start time of the next game. (Example: if a team is late 10 min that time is deducted from the 1 hr. & 50 min time limit)
· 15 minutes will be allowed before a forfeit is called. Forfeits will not be replayed. (i.e. If a team cannot field at least 8 players.)

	3. Time Limit
	· All games have a 1 hour and 50-minute time limit from the scheduled start time.
· No new inning after 1hr.40 mins.
· If an inning is not completed at the time limit, the score will revert back to the previously completed inning, with one exception: if the home team has taken the lead in the bottom half of an inning which is not completed at the time limit, the Home Team shall be the winner.

	4. Home Team
	· The first base side is the home team bench.

	5. Coaching
	· Teams are permitted only four adult coaches: A manager, two base coaches, and a scorekeeper. These individuals are the only adults permitted in the dugout.
· Adult base coaches may be used.
· For the first five games of the season, defensive teams can have one coach in the outfield.
· Any umpire issues can be directed to a board member at the field at the time.

	6. Scoring
	· The home team will be responsible for keeping the official score and assign someone to run the scoreboard.
· It is encouraged for teams to utilize the Game changer app. As well as an official book. 

	7. Batting/Hitting
	· All bats must be USA stamped.
· Continuous batting – All players will be placed in the batting lineup at the start of the game. Players arriving after the game has started will be added at the end of the batting order.
· An inning ends after either of a maximum of 4 runs, 10 batters or 3 outs. A team is deemed to have two outs when the 10th batter steps to the plate. On the 10th batter, play ends when an out is recorded or the ball is returned from the outfield to the infield, subject to the base running rules (No. 8).
· A batter gets one look at the first pitch from the machine; all other taken pitches are strikes unless clearly unhittable. 
· Three strikes and the batter is out unless the last pitch is a foul ball or tip foul.
· If a pitch hits a batter, it is a non-pitch. The batter does not advance to first base.
· Bunting is not permitted.
· No on deck batter is permitted to have a bat in hand.
· There is no infield fly rule.

	8. Runner/ Base Stealing
	· No Base stealing.
· No leads are permitted.
· On a ball hit to the outfield (fly ball or grounder), batter/ base runners may not advance more than two bases, except for over-the-fence home run. When the ball on a throw back into the infield breaks the plane of the infield, runners can advance at his own risk to the base they are headed to, but no further.
· On a ball hit in the infield, the batter/baserunners may not advance more than one base.
· Batted ball hits pitching machine ruling: dead ball - batter gets first base. No other runners advance unless forced.

	9. Courtesy Runner
	· Only after two outs

	10. Player Participation
	· No player sits more than one consecutive inning.
· No player may sit more than one inning more than any other player (for example, no player may sit three innings unless every other player has sat two innings).
· All players must play at least TWO innings in the infield and TWO inning in the outfield each game. No player is to play the same position in two consecutive innings.
· Only nine players at a time on the field in proper field positions. Outfielders must play “normal” outfield position, standing no closer than approximately halfway between the fence and the infield. 4 outfields will be used thru the month of April, but beginning on May 1st, it is mandatory that only 3 outfielders are used.
· The catcher MUST play in the normal catching position behind the plate.

	11. Substitutions
	· Players once removed from the field may reenter the game at any time without any changes to the batting lineup.

	12. Pitching
	· No umpires. Except in playoffs
· The Pitching machine will be used during games.
· Machine speed will be set at 36 mph thru April 21st.
· Machine speed will be set at 38 beginning on May 6th and will stay that way thru the remainder of the season and playoffs.
· A pitcher may not pitch more than one inning.
· The speed of the machine will be the same for ALL batters.
· Any adjustments to the machine may only be made at the start each ½ inning unless it’s a safety issue for the batter.
· Please note that live pitching will be introduced on May 6th in order to develop the players abilities for the next division. The first two innings will be live pitch minimum one pitcher per inning. Five pitches per batter unless full count. At full count the batting team's coach will pitch three pitches until a hit or strike out. No walks or fouls.
· Coaches will operate the machine to pitch to their own team and may not coach their team while operating the machine. Coaches operating the machine will act as the sole umpire. All judgment calls are final and unarguable.
·  Base coaches shall NOT call runners safe or out

	13. Illegal Pitches
	· N/A

	14. Throwing the bat
	· Each team will be allowed only one warning, an out will be charged for each subsequent occurrence.

	15. Overthrows
	· The batter may not advance on an overthrow to 1st base, and all other base runners may not advance. Whichever base the runner was going to during the overthrow is the only base to which he may advance.


	17. Cancellations
	· Cancellation will be done at field by Commissioner, board member or communicated by Rained out text service. (text: DHLLUDHL to 84483)

	18. Rules
	· Unless otherwise indicated in these rules, Little League Rules will apply.
· No Food in dugouts -seeds only.
· No Gum
· No Jewelry

	19. Contacts
	· info@dhllpa.com
· Director of Baseball/Commissioner - Ryan Ripley - 484-843-6135 
· Angel - Bryan Egge - 856-889-2065
· Astros - Robert Notheis - 516-375-0558
· Brewers - Andrew Russo - 610-937-6620
· Diamondbacks - Emily Williamson - 215-880-4996
· Nationals - Ryan Prior - 412-600-2131
· Padres - Brian Dydak - 610-537-5435 / 610-283-7961
· Rangers - Brandon Rogers - 267-973-3972
· Rays - Darren Taylor - 215-260-7183 

	20. Sportsmanship
	· Throwing of equipment and other outward displays of violent disapproval of an umpire's
· decision is prohibited. If such action continues, the offender may at the discretion of the board be suspended and not permitted to attend a game.

	21. Standings/ Playoffs
	· The emphasis during the season MUST be on developing players. PLAYOFF seeding will be based on a blind draw.
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